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Choose Your 
Breeder 
Wisely

 While livestock guardian dogs can make good companions 

in the right home, a working LGD will be responsible for the 

safety of other animals, which may have signi.cant monetary 

or sentimental value to youA U dog with a bad temperament, 

aggressive tendencies, or who develops debilitating health 

problems is no bargainA Ynfortunately, not all breeders know 

how to produce trustworthy, dependable LGDs who are friendly 

and safe with peopleA Sou may end up with a dog unsuited for 

either roleA
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Ensuring Proper Livestock Socialization for Live-
stock Guardian Dogs

For new puppy and livestock owners, choosing a livestock guardian 
dog (LGD) that has been appropriately socialized is crucial. Puppies 
need early exposure to the animals they will protect to ensure they 
develop the right instincts and bonds. Here's why and how to do it 
right.

The Importance of Early Socialization While With the 
Breeder

Puppies go through critical socialization phases during their 1rst 
6T weeks. fhis period shapes their behavior and ability to bond with 
livestock later in li-e. I- they miss out on interacting with livestock 
early on, they may struggle to protect them eQectively. A wellUsoU
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cialized LGD is neither aggressive toward livestock nor apathetic nor 
indiQerent traits essential -or sa-eguarding your animals. fhe puppy 
should -eel com-ortable with livestock and en4oy being with these 
other species.

What to Look For in a Breeder

When selecting an LGD, ensure the breeder has introduced the 
puppies to livestock by three weeks o- age. By 1ve weeks o- age, the 
puppies should live -ullUtime with gentle livestock, such as sheep or 
goats. Exposure to poultry and other livestock is ideal.*

I recommend that all puppies be socialized with at least one type 
o- small ruminant (goats or sheep) and one or more types o- poultry 
while with the breeder. …nce the puppies are old enough, introducing 
them to large livestock such as horses or cows is a bonus.*
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Watch Out for Lazy and Unethical Breeders

On-ortunately, some irresponsible breeders only expose puppies to 
livestock -or short periods, which isn't enough -or proper socializaU
tion. Vome truly irresponsible breeders don't socialize their puppies at 
all with livestock. fhey take the easy route by raising their puppies as 
companions in a house, backyard, or patio. Puppies raised in homes or 
backyards will never be the livestock guardians they could have been. 
It takes nature and nurture to produce a sa-e, trustworthy livestock 
guardian dog. 

777

I can't stress this point enough—livestock guardian dog pup-
pies must be properly and extensively socialized with livestock 
before they are 12 weeks old. If you purchase a puppy older 
than this that hasn't been socialized with livestock, you have 
just bought a pet, not a livestock guardian dog.
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The Risks of Improperly Socialized Puppies

Raising LGDs without proper livestock exposure is both irresponU
sible and unethical. Puppies that*aren't integrated*into a livestock enU
vironment miss out on vital learning opportunities, which makes it 
challenging -or them to -ul1ll their roles as guardians. Breeders who 
-ail to provide this socialization do a disservice to the puppies and their 
-uture owners.

Make an Informed Choice

Always choose a breeder who prioritizes early and consistent 
livestock exposure. Puppies raised correctly will be more eQective 
guardians and a true asset to your -arm. Raising a wellUad4usted LGD 
-rom the start is much easier than correcting behavioral gaps later.
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By selecting the right breeder and ensuring your puppy has the right 
start, you're setting your LGD up -or a success-ul and -ul1lling role in 
protecting your livestock.

Raising Well-Socialized Livestock Guardian Dogs

When raising success-ul Livestock Guard Dogs (LGDs), socialU
ization with humans and exposure to various experiences are crucial 
components that cannot be overlooked. Breeders who neglect this 
aspect may raise puppies that are not wellUad4usted, leading to chalU
lenging and potentially dangerous behaviors.

The Importance of Human Interaction



fHE SOICK VfARf GOIDE f… LI3EVf…CK— 8

While -amiliarizing puppies with livestock is essential to their deU
velopment, it's e9ually vital -or them to interact positively with huU
mans.*fhis*includes regular contact with adults and children alike. 
fhese interactions should begin in the early weeks o- a puppy's li-e 
when they are most receptive to new experiences. Puppies exposed 
to various people learn to become com-ortable and con1dent around 
humans, which is vital -or their role as sa-e, trustworthy LGDs.

Exposure to Diverse Experiences

Beyond human interaction, exposing puppies to varied sights, 
sounds, and experiences is critical. fhese experiences should be posU
itive and nonUthreatening, allowing the puppy to build resilience and 
adaptability. Vuch exposure helps shape them into wellUrounded dogs 
that can handle modern li-e's diverse challenges. Modern -arms are a 
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-ar cry -rom -arms o- days gone by, and our LGDs may sometimes 
need to go out into the world beyond the -arm. A responsible breeder 
prepares their puppies -or the real world and then supports the new 
puppy owner as they 1nish socializing their puppy.

The Consequences of Neglect

Without these positive -ormative experiences, puppies may grow 
into -ear-ul or aggressive dogs that are diNcult to manage. Imagine 
taking a skittish dog to the vet or dealing with a dog that reacts aggresU
sively to un-amiliar people or animals. fhese scenarios are not only 
stress-ul but can also be dangerous, both -or the handler and those 
around the dog.
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Affordable Puppies?

jadly, many breeders are qust looking to make a "uick 

and easy pro.t, often under the guise of producing -affordT

able- puppiesA 'hey claim that -farmers canBt afford- a highT

erTpriced puppyA xut if you truly -canBt afford- to buy a healthy, 

wellTtrained puppy from a breeder who will support you as you 

raise your pup, can you afford to hire a professional trainer or 

pay e?pensive vet bills due to health problems 

'hisNisNqust an e?cuse for greedy breeders who cut corners 

to sell pups with ma?imum pro.t and a minimum investment 

of time, work, and moneyA When problems arise, the -affordable 
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puppy- breeder isNnowhere to be found, leaving the new owner 

in a bindA

Iew LGD ownersNdonBt haveNthe e?perience to raise and 

train their puppies to maturityNwithoutNthe support an e?periT

enced breeder should provideAN'hey canBt afford e?pensive vet 

bills because of poor breeding practicesA zf you want to succeed 

with your livestock guardian dog, invest in a puppy from a 

breeder who does their part to produce healthy, wellTsocialT

iPed puppies and will support you as you .nish the qob they 

started as you raise and train your dogA

Breeder Red Flags

xelow are some issues you should watch out for when 

choosing a breederA
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  'he breeder doesnBt do any health testing, particularly 

no HennOip or F&U testing to screen for Oip E 5lbow 

DysplasiaA

  'he puppiesB parents do not live with and actively 

guard livestock and may not be from working stockA

  While under the breederBs care, the puppies are e?T

posed to little to no livestock, making training dif.cult 

for their future ownersA

  'he breeder neglects to socialiPe puppies with people 

and novel e?periences,Nwhich can causeNpossible fear, 

aggression, or behavior issuesA

  'he breederNhas noNdog training e?perienceANznstead 

of real training, they use or recommend aversive tools 

and punishmentA

  xreeder offers little to no ongoing customer supT

port, leaving the owner to .gure things outNon their 

ownNwhen problems ariseA
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What You Need in a Breeder is What We Offer

Proven Working Dogs

When it comes to reliable livestock guardians, our breeding dogs 
stand out -rom the pack. …riginating -rom the best proven workU
ing MVCA and OKCUregistered lines, our Maremmas are devoted 
Livestock Guardians. Living -ullUtime with our dairy goats and other 
animals, they are dedicated and gentle with stock and -earless against 
predators. …ur puppies are raised with livestock -rom birth, taking 
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advantage o- early socialization periods and ensuring they mature into 
trusted livestock guardians.

Healthy Dogs & Pups

Robust health is the -oundation o- a dog's ability to thrive and o- a 
working livestock guardian dog's ability to do the 4ob it was ac9uired 
to do. fhat's why our breeding dogs undergo comprehensive health 
screenings, including PennHip and …FA tests -or hip and elbow dysU
plasia. We also per-orm DIA testing to rule out genetic de-ects critU
ical measures that reduce the risk o- passing on debilitating conditions. 
…ur puppies receive an AAFC…Uapproved diet and ageUappropriate 
vaccinations and dewormings. fhis means you can expect a strong, 
healthy livestock guardian dog that is ready to do the 4ob you need 
them to do. …ur puppies also come with a 2Uyear health guarantee 
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and j& days o- -ree health insurance to cover unexpected illnesses or 
accidents.

"Plug & Play" Puppies

Imagine bringing home a puppy that's already wellUad4usted, conU
1dent, and adaptable and has had extensive socialization with liveU
stock and humans -rom birth. …ur uni9ue puppy socialization proU
gram, based on positive training methods, cultivates precisely that. 
…ur JPlug K PlayJ puppies have excelled as livestock guardians and 
beloved -amily members since 2&68. fheir resilience, trustworthiness, 
and happy demeanors allow them to Lourish in various environments, 
making them the per-ect addition to any -arm, homestead, ranch, or 
-amily.

Committed to Happy Families

…ur unwavering dedication to you and your dog is at the heart o- 
our mission. We provide a comprehensive 2Uyear health guarantee and 
li-etime breeder support. Whether you need advice, encouragement, 
or training guidance, we're always here -or you. …ur commitment 
extends beyond the initial purchase we're your partner throughout 
your dog's li-e, ensuring a happy li-e and partnership -or you and your 
dog.
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Get Two Pups 
Instead of 

One - Really

How Many Livestock Guardian Dogs Do You Need?

When embarking on the exciting but sometimes intimidating jour-
ney of adding a livestock guardian dog to your farm, an important 
question often arises—how many LGDs do you need? This question 
elicits diverse opinions from LGD breeders, livestock owners, and 
LGD enthusiasts alike. Unfortunately, not all advice is rooted in fact, 
leading to confusion.

I aim to illuminate the facts surrounding the number of LGDs 
necessary for e'ective predator control and livestock protection. LetHs 
explore why pairing LGDs is essential for their well-being and the 
safety of your livestock.
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Understanding the Nature of LGDs

Livestock Guardian Dogs are social creatures with a deep-seated 
need to connect with other mammals, particularly other dogs. Rl-
though LGDs bond with the animals they protect, their interac-
tions with fellow canines are irreplaceable. Qach species has its unique 
 language  and play style, which a single LGD with only livestock as 
companions cannot fully enjoy. R pair of puppies play together much 
di'erently than two sheep or goats.M

R solitary LGD may become bored and try to play with the live-
stock like they would with another dog. This dog play style naturally 
involves lots of chasing and biting, which is not fun for the livestock 
and may cause injury. Aolitary LGDs also commonly exhibit unwanted 
behaviors like excessive barking or wanderingMin search ofMcompan-
ionship. 
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R single livestock guardian dog is rarely a happy dog, and an un-
happy dog is rarely a good livestock guardian dog.

The Importance of Play and Energy Release

Qven as puppies, livestock guardian dogs possess immense energy 
levels and a need to play to burn o' steam. Without another dog 
to play with, they might resort to inappropriate play with livestock, 
treating goats, sheep, and chickens like fellow canines. This can lead to 
harmful habits that may endanger livestock and even result in the dog 
being surrendered due to perceived  failure.  These issues can often be 
prevented by simply providing an LGD companion.
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Facing Predators as a Team

Fredators pose a signiNcant threat to livestock. Bany predators, 
such as coyotes, hunt in groups, making it challenging for a single dog 
to protect livestock alone. Yig cats may hunt alone, but a single LGDMis 
no match forMthem. Oelying solely on one LGD can leave your animals 
vulnerable and result in injury and even the death of your livestock 
guardian dog.M

Rdditionally, unexpected events like illness or injury can incapac-
itate an LGD temporarily or permanently. Aadly, unforeseen deaths 
of livestock guardian dogs do sometimes occur. I have received phone 
calls from distraught owners whose LGDs have died, leaving their 
livestock unprotected. Eaving at least two dogs ensures continued 
protection, even in unforeseen circumstances.

Building a Strong LGD Team

I Nrmly believe that LGDs should work in pairs or groups to match 
their energy levels, ideally with dogs close in age working together. Rt 
Francing Fony ;arm, we always pair dogs with compatible partners 
to enhance happiness and e'ectiveness. Rn experienced older dog can 
sometimes serve as a mentor to a younger one. Atill, caution is advised 
when introducing a new puppy to an existing LGD. 2ot all older 
dogs are suited to mentoring puppies0 some may not appreciate the 
exuberance of a young pup. ItHs crucial to consider the personalities 
and needs of both dogs.

999
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Debunking the Myth of Littermate Syndrome

R common misconception is that raising two puppies together 
leads to a condition known as  Litter Bate Ayndrome.  Eowever, litter 
mate syndrome is a myth without any scientiNc basis. There has yet to 
be a single scientiNc study to prove its existence.M

Rnd yet, this mysterious  syndrome  is often blamed for any prob-
lem between two dogs of similar age, even though no evidence exists 
to supportMit. If the two dogs Nght too much,  litter mate syndrome  
is blamed. If the two dogs get overly attached,  litter mate syndrome  
is also blamed. Eow can the same  syndrome  cause dogs toMhate 
and love each other  too much?  The answer is that it canHt because 
littermate syndrome isnHt real.M

Rny two dogs living together may Nght or get attached, regardless 
of whether they are related. Yut this is not because of any imaginary 
syndrome. Instead, issues between dogs typically stem from a lack of 
proper training or handling, not an inherent syndrome.M

Ao why do some breeders promote the idea of litter mate syndrome 
so rabidly, often refusing to place two puppies in the same home 
and critici)ing breeders who do? Bany do so because they are igno-
rant, fearful, and insecure about their ability to assess their puppiesH 
temperaments and make suitable matches.MThey also do so because 
they areMunable or unwillingMto support their puppy buyers if prob-
lemsMarise later.

These breeders have no formal education in dog training or behav-
ior and noMrealMskills or experience in these areas. They know it, but 
they donHt want potential puppy buyers to know it. Ao rather than 
risk selling two pups to the same home and being unable to assist 
their clients if training problems arise, they claim a bogus  syndrome  
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and refuse to sell two pups to the same home. They use this fake 
 syndrome  to hide their own inadequacies as breeders and trainers.

Vf course, this often causes a host of other issues Jincluding the 
ones already mentionedG, but theyMpass those o' as being normal, and 
the unsuspecting new puppy owner believes them.

In reality,Mraising two puppies together is usually more manageable 
and less stressful than raising one alone.MThey provide companionship 
and support for each other, reducing the demands on you as the owner 
and the likelihood of a single puppy engaging in unwanted behaviors 
out of boredom.M

Make the Choice That's Right for You

Rs a breeder, I allow my puppy clients to choose whether to pur-
chase one puppy or a pair. Ultimately, thatHs their decision, not mine. 
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Hust as I would never tell someone they canHt have two pups, I would 
never tell them they must buy two. Yut I do highly encourage all 
potential clients to purchase two pups. 

This is not so that I can make more money, though, of course, thatHs 
an added beneNt. I truly care about the puppies I raise and want them 
to be happy. I also care about my clients and want them to raise and 
train their pups to maturity successfully. I know from experience that 
the best way to maximi)e their success is to start with two pups from 
day one.   



Set Up a Safe 
and Proper 

Area for Your 
Puppy When 

You Bring 
Them Home

W elcoming a new Livestock Guardian Dog (LGD) puppy to 
your farm is an exciting adventure hlled wit. c.allenges and 

rewardsA - wellztrained and properly socialibed LGD can He a reliaHle 
partner in safeguarding your livestockA ,oweverT ac.ieving t.is Hegins 
long Hefore t.e puppy sets paw on your farmA K.is c.apter will exz
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plore .ow to create a safe environment for your new pup and set t.e 
foundations for successful integration wit. your livestockA

Choosing the Right Breeder

K.e foundation of a successful LGD lies in its early experiencesA - 
reputaHle Hreeder plays a pivotal role in t.isA Cour searc. s.ould foz
cus on hnding a Hreeder w.o prioritibes early livestock socialibation 
and positive training met.odsA 1Hserve if t.e parent dogs actively 
guard livestockT as t.is indicates temperament suitaHility for future 
guardiansA

- trustwort.y Hreeder ensures t.eir puppies live and interact wit. 
livestock from Hirt.A K.is crucial exposure during t.e hrst 6" weeks 
.elps puppies understand Pt.e languageP of livestockT muc. like a 
c.ild learning a new language t.roug. immersionA  uppies s.ouldjHe 
raisedjwit. livestockT not Qust near t.emA  uppies raised away from 
livestock in t.e early weeks are Hest suited for companion .omesA
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Preparing the Environment for Your Puppy

1nce youqve secured a puppy from a reputaHle HreederT itqs time to 
prepare your farm for its arrivalA Vtart Hy setting up a safe and welz
coming environment w.ere t.e puppy can Hegin its Honding process 
wit. your livestockA

Housing Arrangements

W.en you Hring your puppy .omeT a safeT secure area will He needz
edAjK.e puppy s.ould He protectedjfromjeit.er too .ot or too cold 
weat.erAj,ow muc. protection it needs depends on your climateA Mf 
you live in a very mild winter weat.er areaT your puppy may only need 
a good s.elter to keep t.e rain and sun oFAj
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Mt may need a more enclosed area like a Harn if you live w.ere itqs 
very coldAjCou can use your livestock as a guideA W.atever .ousing 
you provide forjt.emjs.ould He ade7uate for an LGDA Bost livestock 
guardian dogs donqt care for dog .ousesT so donqtjHot.er wit. oneA 
K.e puppy will He .appiest snuggled up wit. your goatsT s.eepT or 
w.atever animals it will protectA

Keep Your New Puppy Safe

Cou will need to ensure t.e area w.ere your puppy lives is safeA K.e 
puppy must He protected from predators until it is Hig enoug. to 
defend itself and t.e livestockA - Oz"zmont.zold puppy .as a Hark t.at 
mig.t scare oF more timid predators like raccoons or foxesT Hut itqs no 
matc. for predators like coyotes and Hig catsA 1nce itqs matureT your 
puppy will He a fait.ful livestock guardianA 8or nowT itqs Qust an LGD 
in trainingA
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Mjneed tojemp.asibe t.is point Hecausejmanyjpeople donqt get 
itA  rotecting your livestock isjnotjyour puppyqs QoH rig.t nowA K.atqs 
your QoHAjCour puppyqs only QoH is to learn .ow to He a livestock 
guardian dog so t.ey can take t.at responsiHility oF your plate one 
dayA -nd if you are good at your ot.er QoH z training your puppy z t.e 
reward will He well wort. itA

Cou also need to keep your puppy safe from escaping and wanz
dering oFA Cou need a very secure fence t.at t.e puppy canqt escape 
fromA Vtart t.e pup in a smaller area (like a Harn stall or small and 
secure paddock) for t.e hrst day or twoT t.en gradually increase t.eir 
spaceAjK.isjis to prevent t.em from getting overw.elmed Hy too muc. 
strange scenery and to prevent t.em from hnding an escape routeA 
Kake t.em out on supervised excursions into t.e Higger pastures until 
you feel t.at t.ey are ready to .ave t.e run of t.e placeA
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Going to a New Home Can be Scary

YememHer t.at going to a new .ome can Hejconfusing and upsetting 
for an LGDA Rven if t.e Hreeder did a great QoH socialibing t.e pupT 
LGDs get used to t.e environment t.eyjare raisedjinT t.e dogs and 
ot.er animals t.ey live wit.T and t.e .umans (Hreeder and family) t.at 
raised t.emA Mt can He very traumatic for some dogs to lose t.e only 
.ome t.eyqve ever known and t.e animals and people t.ey are Honded 
wit.T especially if t.e LGD is olderAj

K.isjis anot.er reason w.y purc.asing two puppies or dogs toz
get.er instead of one is HestA Mtqs scary enoug. for a puppy to go to 
a new .omeT Hut goingjalone can He traumatic for some dogsA Mf two 
puppies go to a new .ome toget.erT t.eyjare already HondedT and t.e 
transition is easier for everyone involvedD t.e pupsT t.e ownerT and t.e 
livestockA

Protected Contact at First

Vet up a space w.ere t.e puppy can He sidezHyzside wit. t.e livestock 
Hut protected from potential .armAjK.isjcould He a pen adQacent to 
t.e livestock areaT allowing for initial safe interaction wit.out direct 
contactA Rven t.oug. your puppy .as Heen living wit. livestock from 
an early age (if you c.oose your Hreeder wisely)T your stock may He 
nervous around dogsT and your puppy may He anxious in t.eir new 
environmentA K.e livestock could .urt t.e puppyT or t.e Eig.ty Hez
.avior of t.e stock could invite t.e puppy to c.ase t.e stockA Mtqs Hest 
if everyone startsjwit. protected contact at hrstA
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Carefully 
Integrate 

Your Puppy 
With Your 
Livestock

Controlled Introduction to Livestock

Once the puppy and your farm animals are comfortable side-by-side, 
you can begin face-to-face introductions in a controlled and inten-
tional manner. Use a secure, small, enclosed space where the puppy 
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can interact with the livestock without getting into trouble and where 
you can carefully supervise the initial interactions. 

Do not simply turn the puppy and the livestock loose together! 
Remember, it's not your puppy's job to guard your stock yet. Their job 
is to learn how to be an LGD with the help of you and a few carefully 
chosen members of your herd or  ock.2

Choosing Your Puppy Trainers

Instead of introducing your puppy to your entire herd, you will select 
( to 3 calm, gentle animals from your herd or  ock for initial introduc-
tions. MPammals only. )oultry is a di"erent process and beyond the 
scope of this book.x These animals will serve as your Bpuppy trainers,B 
helping the puppy learn appropriate behavior around the stock. 

Avoid overly aggressive, skittish, or eYcitable animals. Aggressive 
animals might hurt the puppy or cause it to develop a negative asso-
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ciation with livestock. —lighty or skittish animals can be too trigger-
ing2for young dogs, encouraging rough play or chase behavior from 
the puppy and encouraging bad habits.  

Supervised Interactions and Positive Reinforcement

Ponitor interactions closely at 4rst. This2ensures the puppy learns to 
engage positively and prevents2rough play that could lead to harmed 
livestock and the puppy developing bad habits. Use a leash or long line, 
if needed, to ensure the puppy doesn't chase the stock. Remember, the 
goal is to nurture a bond where the puppy sees the livestock as friends 
worth protecting. 

During these interactions, closely supervise the puppy and use pos-
itive reinforcement to encourage desired behaviors. Reward the puppy 
for calm and gentle behavior around the livestock, such as sitting 
–uietly or lying down. Avoid harsh corrections, as they can create fear 
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or aggression in the puppy. Instead, redirect inappropriate behavior 
by o"ering an alternative action or calling the puppy away.

Gradual Increase of Interaction Time

Gradually increase your puppy's time with the livestock. Start with 
short, supervised sessions and lengthen them as the puppy and live-
stock become more comfortable together. Ponitor the puppy's be-
havior closely, redirecting or removing the pup if it becomes too eY-
cited or rough with the stock. 

Use clicker training to mark and reinforce your puppy for the 
behavior you want to see more of:calm, –uiet behavior around the 
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stock:while redirecting them when they show the behavior you 
don't want to see:roughhousing and chasing. 

Training your LGD puppy is not about teaching them what you 
don't want them to do via BcorrectionsB and Bcommands.B It's about 
teaching them what you want them to do J what you want to see 
more of. Dogs learn better through positive reinforcement than aver-
sive methods and training tools, so never use those methods on your 
puppy. It will only undermine your e"orts and erode your puppy's 
trust in you.

It's important to remember that livestock guardian dog puppies are 
still dogs and will play as all puppies do. qhen puppies play with each 
other, their play involves a lot of chasing, nipping, and roughhousing. 
It's natural for puppies to eYperiment with this play style with their 
new non-canine companions.  This play could become rowdy and 
triggering for your livestock if allowed to continue, so keep sessions 
manageable and end2on a positive note. 

Good puppy-trainers' goats, sheep, or other stock calmly ignore the 
puppy's attempts at play. The puppy then gets bored and 4nds a new 
way to entertain itself. Inappropriately matched stock will act in one 
of two waysz They will become aggressive with the puppy, which could 
cause the puppy to fear the stock or to 4ght back:both results that 
you don't want. 

Or they could get all eYcited and  ighty-acting, with much running 
around, animated behavior, and perhaps some noise-making. This 
behavior is very eYciting to a puppy or young dog and is hard to ignore. 
Dogs get a dopamine rush when they engage in this chasing and rough 
play, making them physically incapable of thinking rationally. They 
won't stop until they are tired.

 If allowed to continue practicing this behavior, it could become 
a motor pattern they might never outgrow. So, if you see the puppy 
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getting too eYcited, you need to rethink things and adjust as needed. 
This could mean taking a break and ending the session before it gets 
out of hand. Or it could mean you need to put the puppy on a leash 
or long line for the sessions for a while.

Fou might need to give the puppy and the stock more side-by-side 
time and not try to have them together just yet. Paybe you need 
to change the stock you chose as puppy trainers, choosing di"erent 
animals from your  ock or herd. Or you may need to remove one 
particularly triggering animal. It's unbelievable what a di"erence re-
moving one animal from the environment can make, but it often 
solves everything.

Above all, don't give up. Fust keep observing your puppy and your 
stock and making adjustments as needed. It won't happen overnight, 
but if you do your job well, one day, you will have a livestock guardian 
dog Mor pair of themx worth its weight in gold.2

Conclusion

Integrating an LGD puppy with livestock is a gradual process that 
re–uires patience, consistency, and understanding.2—ollowing these 
steps and remaining observant2can foster a strong bond between your 
puppy and your livestock, ultimately leading to a harmonious and 
e"ective guardian relationship.2Remember, each puppy is uni–ue, and 
adjustments may2be needed. If you feel unsure, don't hesitate to con-
tact us for guidance.2

Wy investing time and e"ort into properly socialiGing your LGD 
puppy, you're ensuring the safety of your livestock and the develop-
ment of a trustworthy guardian dog.
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Why Positive Training and Canine Behavior Matter

Training a Livestock Guardian Dog (LGD) is more than just teach-
ing commands; it's about building a relationship based on trust, re-
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spect, and understanding. For wrst-time LGD ofners, understanding 
positive training methods and canine behavior is crucial yor success-
yull  integrating their dog into their homestead or yarm environment.P

zositive training methods emphasi*e using refards such as yood 
and treats rather than punishments like shock collars, dangle sticks, 
and corrections to train the dog. This makes the training process 
enjo able yor  ou and  our dog and strengthens  our bond.P

Recogni*ing canine behavior and bod  language helps  ou under-
stand  our dog's needs, motivations, and emotional state. This allofs 
 ou to communicate e:ectivel  and avoid misinterpretations that can 
hinder training progress.

111

Basics of Getting Started with Positive Training

Clicker Training for LGDs

Clicker training is a yantastic, science-based training method that 
canPbe appliedPto LGDs and an  other animals  ou fork fith. It en-
ables clear communication and reinyorces desired behaviors fithout 
yorce, year, or coercion. Here is a step-b -step guide yor getting started 
fith clicker trainingM

B. Getting the Clicker Ready: A clicker is a small device that 
makes a distinct sound. Start b  associating the click fith a 
treat. Click the clicker and immediatel  give  our dog a small 
treat. Repeat this several times until  our dog starts to look 
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yor the treat upon hearing the click.P

x. Capturing:POnce the dog has made the association that the 
click sound means  umm  yood,  ou can use !capturing! to 
encourage  our dog to engage in more oy the behaviors  ou 
like. Look yor simple behaviors  our dog o:ers, like giving 
 ou e e contact, keeping all your yeet on the 4oor, or a simple 
hand target. Click and reinyorce these behaviors.

3. Timing is KeyM Click e0actl  fhen  our dog peryorms the 
desired behavior. For e0ample, iy  ou fant  our dog to en-
courage  our dog to sit, click as soon as their bottom touches 
the ground. Do notPadd aPsit cue at this time6 That comes 
later.

—. Practice Short SessionsM Keep training sessions short and 
engaging. Dogs learn better in several short sessions rather 
than long, repetitive ones. W Pshort, I mean 35-95 seconds to 
begin. That's a great thing about clicker training$it doesn't 
take long. 8ou can fork in several short sessions as  ou go 
about  our da  and getPa lot oyPtraining done.

q. Shape BehaviorsM Reinyorce small steps tofard the wnal 
behavior  ou fant. Iy  ouPhope to have great recall fith 
 our LGD one da ,  ou start b  clicking and reinyorcing an  
movement tofard  ou; even just a glance in  our direction 
at wrst ma  be enough.

9. Add CuesM Once  our dog consistentl  peryorms a behavior, 
add a verbal cue or hand signal beyore the behavior. Click and 
reinyorce onl  fhen the cue precedes the behavior. Wut don't 
add the cue too soon, or  ou fill conyuse  our dog and slof 
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dofn learning. The trick yor knofing fhen to add the cue 
is thisM iy  ou're filling to bet Lx5  our dog fill peryorm the 
behavior,  ou can add the cue6

7. Add Livestock:POnce  ou understand positive reinyorce-
ment and clicker training,  ou can use these methods to 
encourage calm, Muiet behavior around livestock in  our nef 
pupp .P

111

Recognizing Canine Body Language

Understanding  our LGD's bod  language is essential yor e:ective 
communication. Dogs communicatePa lotPthrough their posture, ear 
position, tail movement, and yacial e0pressionsM

B. Relaxed and HappyM A calm, happ  dog fill have a loose, 
fagging tail, soyt e es, and a slightl  open mouth. Their ears 
fill be in a natural position.

x. AlertM 2hen something captures their interest, an LGD ma  
stand tall fith ears perked, tail raised, and bod  leaning yor-
fard. This posture isn't aggressive but indicates attentive-
ness.

3. Stress SignalsM Signs oy stress include  afning, licking lips, 
scratching, or shaking o: as iy fet. Recogni*ing these signals 
can help  ou adjust the environment or  our approach to 
ensure  our dog's comyort andP ourPsayet  (or the sayet  oy 
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 our children or visitors).

—. Fear or AnxietyM A yearyul dog ma  crouch lof, tuck its tail, 
4atten its ears against its head, and tr  to make itsely appear 
smaller. Avoid yorceyul interaction and give  our dog space 
to yeel saye.

q. AggressionM 2arning signsPinclude a sti: bod , aPdirect 
stare, raised hackles, and a hard ga*e. Earl  intervention and 
understanding the trigger can prevent escalation.

111

Further Recommendations

Education and ResourcesM Consider taking the Karen zr or 
Academ  Dog Trainer Foundations course to deepen  our under-
standing oy positive reinyorcement and canine behavior. Recom-
mended books on dog bod  language include Calming Signals and 
Doggie Language.

Continuous LearningM We open to learning yrom ever  interaction 
fith  our dog. Each dog is uniMue, and ongoing observation fill 
enhance  our abilit  to meet their needs e:ectivel .

Patience and ConsistencyM Training an LGD is a long-term com-
mitment. zatience and consistent application oy positive methods fill 
 ield the best results.

111
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Conclusion

zositive training and understanding canine behavior are younda-
tional to raising a fell-adjusted LGD that thrives in  our environment 
and is an asset to  our yarm. W  investing time in learning and appl ing 
these methods,  ou fill be eMuipped to teach  our dog the behaviors 
 ou fant to see more oy fhile reducing the behaviors  ou don't fant. 
8ou fill also build a lasting bond. Encourage and guide  our pupp  
gentl  fith positive reinyorcement, and fatch them become the reli-
able guardiansPthe 're meantPto be.P


